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Alpha Program Coming
to St. David’s and St. Paul’s

H

ave you ever desired to be in a place where it is safe to ask questions
like, “Why am I here?” or “What is the purpose of our lives?” or “What
is religion really all about?” If we have and we want a safe place to
have discussion about these topics then Alpha could be a great help.
(Continued on page 7)

April 2013

Important Dates


Apr. 9th—6:00pm
Alpha Program begins—Parish Hall.



Apr. 10th—3:45pm
Bishop Thomas Chapter Meeting @ Gayle
Davis’—221 Cherry
Drive.



Apr. 14th—9am—DOK
meeting– Kindergarten
classroom.



Apr. 14th—4pm—
Parish Oyster Roast &
Fish Fry



Apr. 27th—10:00am—
Day School Carnival &
Silent Auction.



May 12th—Mother’s
Day Celebration.



May 19th—Celebration
of Pentecost at all
services.

The Men’s Club will not
have regular breakfast
meetings in April or May
due to Oyster Roast &
Fish Fry and Mother’s Day
Celebration.

Activities for The Upper Room

All youth group members are encouraged to invite a friend to our youth group meetings.
The meetings will generally be at 212 Virginia Ave. (the Church Rectory) following the schedule below. The Upper Room activities for April are:
April 7th

5:00 pm – All youth group members present at the Rectory for Upper Room.

April 14th

4:00 pm – All youth group members are invited to come to the parish oyster
roast and fish fry with their families. For those allergic to seafood we
will have hot dogs and chips.

April 21st

5:00 pm – Meet at Rectory for Upper Room.

April 28th

After Church – Fun Activity. We will head for Florence for an afternoon of fun.

Attention Day School Parents & Members
Children’s Service Information

The Children’s Service is at 9:30 am on every Sunday morning in the church. Following
the service the children will go to Sunday School. Sunday School will last from 10:00 to
10:45. The Sunday school activity will follow the Bible teaching from the service. Ximena Perez is our Nursery Attendant. Ellen Oldland is teaching the children’s class.

Adult Offerings
Studies from the Sunday Lectionary
This class meets in the parish hall. The class material is the lessons for that particular Sunday. All one
needs to do to prepare is read the lessons for that Sunday ahead of time. These lessons can be found on the
back of the bulletin from the previous week.

Wednesday Night Men’s Bible Study
A Men’s Bible Study has been meeting in the library on Wednesday evenings at 5:15 pm. They are discussing various scriptures from the weekly lectionary. Any and all members and friends of St. David’s are welcome to attend and participate in the discussion.
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(continued)
them what they need to believe. They see the
two angels, the two men, who deliver the message that Jesus has risen. They were reminded of what Jesus told them of the crucifixion
and the resurrection. What they heard and
remembered gave them the faith they needed
to believe. The improbable and the impossible
became real by faith. Their faith in God gave
them all things necessary for them to believe.

(Continued from page 1)

dead.
While many people in that day had trouble believing the event to be true, there were still
those who shared the story with others and
they believed. As Paul so adequately states in
his first letter to the Corinthians in the first
chapter, verses 22-24:

If we think about our lives, God always provides what we need in order to believe. Our
faith might be strengthened in something as
simple as watching a sunrise. We might be encouraged to believe as we witness the renewal
of life in the coming of spring. We might be
filled with awe and wonder as we hold a baby
or hug a child. We are probably most encouraged when we feel the love of God through the
love of someone very dear. God can use all of
these ways to strengthen our faith and help us
believe in the empty tomb.

“Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks
look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified:
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God.”
The message of the Crucifixion and the Resurrection as Paul states seemed almost impossible
for people to believe. Everything about human
life and every aspect of most known religions
could not allow for something so utterly fantastic. What God would choose to save creation in
this manner? The story of Christ seems totally
impossible. For many people after the Resurrection it didn’t make sense.

Probably the most amazing way we are
strengthened in our faith is when we come to
Christ and we lay our life before him. Jesus
takes away all of the burdens and all of the
hurts. In place of those hurts and heavy burdens we feel the loving presence of the Holy
Spirit. Every single time we come to God in
this manner we relive an Easter moment in our
lives. These moments are gifts to us to encourage us in our faith and in our daily walk with
Christ our Savior. As we recognize these gifts
we can boldly proclaim the ancient proclamation.

And yet, the Gospel story of Christ did not die.
In fact, as we know the Good News of Christ
grew. This wonderful story spread throughout
the known world and became proclaimed in
many towns, cities, and countries. The story
was shared in many tongues and many people
came to believe what they heard. Why did they
believe, in what appears to be by all logic, an
impossible story? They believed because it was
so improbable that it had to be true.

Please read the story of the women’s visit to the
tomb quoted above again. The women went to
the tomb with spices and ointments to anoint
the body. They believed his body would be present in the grave. One doesn’t take burial spices and ointments to anoint those who are alive.
And yet, when they arrived the stone was rolled
away. When they looked inside the tomb there
was no body. The corpse of Jesus wasn’t present. It is at this point that God provides for

THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED! ALELUIA!
Have a Joyous and Wonderful
er Season!
In His Name,
Father Bill
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Please remember in your prayers the following members of our family of faith and
friends who have asked for our prayers for healing and wholeness:
Gerald, Gus Anderson, Lindsey Anderson, Cindy Baker, Graham Baker, Jim Beales, TW Brown,
Vicki Brown, Mary Carpenter, David Caulder, April Chappell, Robin Chavis, Sondra Chavis, Jill
Crawford, Jeff Davis & family, Paul Dunn, Jennifer Elers, Carl Forman, Nelson Fowler, Jim Galletly,
George & Alexis, Woody Hamden, Sherry Hammond, Ashley Moore Hart, Steven & Gloria Hayes,
Patsy Hendley, Jimmy & Julia Hunt, Debbie Hutson, Jason & Susie, Kay Jenkins, Cathy Johnson,
Carolyn King, Kip Kiser, Frances Laney, Bobbie Latham, David Leviner, Sandy Linton, Christopher Little, Dan Marsh, Misty McCormick, Sue McManus, Loretta Meggs, Our Military
and their families, Jennifer Morris, Cynthia Nolan, Dorothy Ott, Elisabeth Owens, Richard Owens,
Roger Puckett, Georgia Reale, Gerry Rogers, Paige Rogers, Debbie Rourke, Anna Schroederbech,
Bernie Simpson, Clova Smith, Ginger Smith, Sandra Sowell, Eddie Stubbs, Gladys Sweeney, Rock
& Sarah Ann Thompson, Jo Anne Throgmortan, Jean & Guy Tucker, Paula Turner, the Unemployed
and their families, Frank Watson, Amy Weatherford, the family of Frankie Webster, Billy Wicker, Brian Williams, Susan Williams, Donald Wilson, and Russell & Burley Wright.

Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for the sick members of our community and
for all who are in need. Amid mental and physical suffering may they find consolation in
your healing presence. Show your mercy as you close wounds, cure illness, make broken
bodies whole and free downcast spirits. May these special people find lasting health and
deliverance, and so join us in thanking you for all your gifts. We ask this through the
Lord Jesus who healed those who believed. Amen

Please remember our home bound members. They have difficulty getting out, but
they are so vital to our ministry—our contact means so much to them.
We need to keep in touch:
Please send cards or call or visit.
Jim Beales, Mary Carpenter, Thelma Cottingham, Margaret Davis, Jim Galletly,
Lucille Gray, Julia Hodge, and Elisabeth Owens.

Intercessory Prayer
"First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone..." 1 Timothy 2:1. There are many prayer needs in our church, families and lives. Sometimes these
needs are immediate and other times continuing. If you are interested in being part of an intercessory
prayer team, please contact a Vestry member.
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Attendance for Worship Services in February and March
Date Service

Time

Attendance

02/24 HE I

8:00

9

Children’s

9:30

5

HE I

11:00

Remarks or Comments
Lent II

53

02/27 Healing

6:00 pm

9

03/03 HE I

8:00

9

Children’s

9:30

11

HE I

11:00

56

Lent III

03/06 Healing

6:00 pm

03/10 HE I

8:00

12

Children’s

9:30

9

HE II

11:00

55

03/13 Healing

6:00

13

03/17 HE I

8:00

9

9:30

4

HE I
03/20 Healing

11:00
6:00 pm

56
7

03/24 HE I

8:00

6

Palm Sunday w/

Children’s

9:30

7

Blessing of the Palms

HE I

11:00

Children’s

A

7
Lent IV

Lent V

59

ll ladies are invited to the April 10th meeting of the Bishop Thomas Chapter. At
the monthly meetings we have devotion, programs, brief business, fellowship and
fun. Please come and bring friends.
Date: April 10th

3:45pm

Hostess: Gayle Davis—221 Cherry Drive

FILL THE TUB CONTINUES
Last month we filled the tub twice with food for the food banks in three weeks. Thank
you for supporting this wonderful ministry that provides food for those in need.

The list of canned foods or packaged items for this month include:
Grits, Oatmeal or Cereal, Canned pork and beans, tuna, and green beans.
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A Message From Eugenia Davis
Dear Church Family,
I am finishing up my second year of physical therapy school at MUSC in Charleston and am
blessed to have the opportunity to go on a medical mission trip to North Africa for two weeks, May 18June 1, 2013. Throughout my time in Charleston, I have been involved in Medical Campus Outreach,
a Christian organization led by medical professionals such as doctors, therapists, and dentists. I have
truly been grateful to grow both in my relationship with Christ and in my knowledge and application of
providing Christ-centered medical care through Sunday school and small group Bible study with MCO.
Now I have the opportunity to go to North Africa with MCO to further my learning and apply the
knowledge and skills that God has so graciously granted me to serve an unreached and under-served
area. The nation is 99.9 percent Muslim, with less than 0.1 percent of the population Christian. Our
team will consist of clinician and student doctors, pharmacists, physician assistants, and physical and
occupational therapists. By providing medical care for the people, we will have a huge opportunity to
demonstrate Christ’s love and the Gospel by serving and loving them through the love that Christ has
given us.
God has definitely spoken to my heart to go on this trip, and His hand has and will continue to
be preparing the way. I cannot express my excitement to be able to love and serve the people of North
Africa and am humbled at the opportunity to be a part of advancing God’s Kingdom in this nation. I
ask for your prayers for safety, personal spiritual growth for our team members, physical and spiritual
healing for the people we are serving, and that God will use us as vessels of His love and healing. I
would also appreciate any financial support if you feel led to give, as I will need to raise $3300-3500 to
cover the cost of the trip. Thank you so much for your support and prayers!
Make the check payable to "East Cooper Baptist Church"
-In the memo line write "SMI"
- Do not put my name on the check or it will not be tax-deductible. Attach a sticky note to the check with "Eugenia Davis"
written on it.
-Mail checks to:
East Cooper Baptist Church
Attn: Andrea Rogers
361 Egypt Road
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
To Give Online:
Go to www.eastcooperbaptist.com and click “Give” (It’s the last option in the column to the right). Then select “Give Online”. If
you do not have an account, click on “Sign Up”
Create an account. A confirmation will be sent to your email.
Activate your account by going to your email and retrieving the email from the church. Click on the link in your email and
complete the additional information needed.
From the giving page, click “Your Giving” then “Give Now”
From the drop down box select “SMI-MCO Africa Mission Trip 2013” and then select my name: Eugenia Davis
Contributions can be made in the future or immediately
Specify amount; then select either “personal check” or “credit card” and then supply the required information
Confirm the Billing Info section is complete and correct and click “Process this Payment”
*The goal is to collect contributions by May 3, 2013. All online donations are tax-deductible.

Shoes Needed
Eugenia’s team will be taking shoes to North Africa for the people there. Any type of shoes except
heels would be appreciated. There is a box in the Narthex for the shoe collection. Thank you for
your support of this ministry.
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Special Services and Events
April 14th

4:00 pm – Sunday afternoon Parish Oyster Roast and Fish Fry

April 27th

10:00 am – Day School Spring Carnival and Silent Auction

May 12

th

Mother’s Day Celebration by Men’s Club. Stay tuned for details.

May 19

th

Celebration of Pentecost at all Services.

Birthdays & Anniversaries April
April 2
4
5
9
10
13
15
16
17
20
22

T

Parish News

Sarah Boan
Jim Hill
Harry Easterling
Randy Polson
George Hartzell
Preston Huntley
Charles Jackson, Sr.
Nancy McKnight
Bill & Ellen Oldland
Doug McFarland
Elizabeth Davis
Doug & Mary Anderson

Jim Galletly has moved into an Assisted Living Home
in Raleigh, NC. He will be undergoing radiation Monday through Friday and will receive chemotherapy
once a week for 7 weeks. Please keep him in your
prayers. Sally will be traveling for visits regularly. She
needs our prayers also. She welcomes calls for updates. Her number is 622-6662. Please take this
opportunity to minister to Jim through phone calls
(919-457-2619), cards, letters, etc.
It is always a blessing to hear from friends and family
but especially during difficult times.
His new address is: Independence Village
3113 Charles B Root Wind, Apt. 242-B, Raleigh,
NC 27612
Best wishes to Frank Watson who is recovering
from a recent stroke.

hank you all who helped make the
Spring Barbecue and Bake Sale a big

We have been so blessed to have Ann Bryan fill
in as organist for Anne Watson during our interim search for a new organist and Anne’s need
to be with Frank.

success. It was a great time for fellowship, outreach and great food. Money

made will be given to many outreach projects, the
and ECW will disburse these funds.

Blessings and peace to Bethany Tapp and her
family because of the death of Bethany’s grandmother, Pauline Virginia Altman,

Alpha Program

Vicki Brown is doing well following heart surgery. She will be in an AGAPE facility in Conway for post-op rehab and recuperation, for
about a week-10 days.

window fund, and other needs. Our Men ’ s Club

(continued)

(Continued from page 1)

Alpha is a program that was developed in Brompton, England by the Rev. Nicki Gumbel. The
evening consists of a meal, a short video presentation and time for discussion. The program
has twelve sessions. The best part is that the program cost is zero. Everyone is invited to attend. Materials for the discussion are provided.
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ST DAVID'S SCHOOL
420 Market Street
Cheraw, SC 29520

From the Principal’s Desk

Important Reminders

March hasn’t been any less busy than any other
month at our wonderful school. We already have 53
children enrolled for 2013-2014. We have 34
children already enrolled in our Summer Camp
Program.
Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences were
held on March 15th. Each student was formally
assessed by their classroom teacher. Parents
received progress reports. WE HAVE SUPER
BRIGHT STUDENTS at St. David’s. The school sold
162 BBQ tickets for the Spring BBQ. On March 18 th,
we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with Rev. Kyle Henderson. The children were highly engaged as Rev.
Henderson spoke about Saint Patrick, Scottish and
Irish heritage and traditions, and played beautiful
music on his bagpipes.
“Our Family Reads Together” Promotion was
a HUGE success. The students and their families
read almost 1500 books in 30 days. Father Bill has
agreed to allow our 3 top readers, as well as the
teacher of the top reading class to throw ‘whipped
cream pies’ at him on March 26th. Our busy March
will end with Easter parties and egg hunting on
March 28th.
Anyone interested in helping with our Spring
Carnival will be appreciated more than words can say.
We need volunteers to set up for the carnival, volunteers to work the carnival, baked goods for our bake
sale, and donations of food and silent auction items.
We will also welcome the help of teenagers who
would like a special community service project to add
to college & scholarship applications. Aren’t you all
excited about the wonderful things happening at St.
David’s School?
God Bless You,
Mary Lynn Woodward
Principal

*March 29th – April 5th – Spring Break
*March 31st – Easter
*April 6th – Cheraw Spring Festival
*April 8th – Return to School
*April 8th – Annual Penny Drive Begins
*April 12th – Spring Pictures
*April 17th – Birthday Chapel
*April 19th – 4k Spring Program, “Peter
Rabbit” @ Theatre on the Green, 9:30am
*April 24th – School Field Trip to view the
play, “The New, True Story of the Three
Little Pigs”
*April 26th – Set up for Spring Carnival
*April 27th – Spring Carnival

Check out our new website
Thank you Mr. Richard Holter for
setting it up and managing it.
www.stdavidskids.com
or visit us on Facebook.

Please continue to collect
your Box Tops and Campbell’s
Soup Labels.

Spreading the Good News

8

March School Snapshots
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WHO’S WHO
CHURCH STAFF
*The Rector: The Rev. William D. Oldland
swcreekbillo@bellsouth.net
537-3832
*The Organist & Choir Director: Anne Watson
*Office Administrator:

Rita Forman 537-3832

stdavidscherawsc@aol.com
*Sexton:

Andrea Thomas

*St. David’s Day School Director:
Mary Lynn Woodward

Sally Powell—537-9889
*Men’s Club President: George Martin
*Newsletter Editor: Gayle Davis

537-2537

davis4516@bellsouth.net
*Nursery:

Ximena Perez

*St. David’s School Board Chairman: Debbie Davis
537-9426
dgdavis618@mac.com

537-0544 cell: 517-2999
st.davidsschool_a@ymail.com

**Treasurer:

LAYWORKERS

Terry Davis

253-5236

tdavis@web-warp.com

*Altar Guild Chairman:
Margaret Duvall
921-4095 & Barbara Anderson 537-9439
*Daughters of the King:
Barbara Hill, President
537-3856
babspooh1768@gmail.com
*ECW Presidents:
Carol Newsom
537-1047 cbnewsom@hotmail.com
*Flower Coordinator:

*Lay reader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator:

*Usher & Greeter Coordinator: Marshall Kline
537-3968
*Webmaster:

Need volunteer

*Financial Recordkeeper

Sarah Spruill

Roberta Cook
320-9980

537-3387 sspruill@roadrunner.com

VESTRY
Lane Brown
P.O.Box 817, Cheraw
rlb3tax@bellsouth.net

Senior Warden
537-4671

Debbie Davis
Junior Warden
729 Juniper Rd., Cheraw
dgdavis618@mac.com

537-9426

Jim Anderson
407 Third Street, Cheraw

537-9439

Doug McFarland
265 Laurel St., Chesterfield
dcmcfarland@bellsouth.net

Crawford Moore
619 Kershaw St., Cheraw
MooreWCJR@aol.com

cbnewsom@hotmail.com

Richard Branson

Mary Ann Polson
125 McIver St., Cheraw

bransonrl@aol.com

537-2268

Carol Newsom
416 Greene St., Cheraw

papababa4073@aol.com

104 Will G. Lane, Cheraw 803-984-1901

287-2039

537-1047

mary.polson@flakeboard.com
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Calendar Of Weekly and Monthly Worship and Meetings
Worship:

Schedule

Vestry and

Organizations and

Sunday

8:00

Worship

Board Meetings:

Ministries:

9:30

Children’s
Church

Finance Meeting: The 3rd
Thursday at 5:30pm.

Daughters of the King
(DOK) - 2nd Sun. 9:00—
kindergarten classroom.

(Parish House)

Wednesday

(Church)

10:00

Sunday School

11:00

Worship

6:00 pm Healing
Service /HE

ECW Chapter Meetings:
Bishop Thomas—1st Wed.
3:45pm.

Vestry: 3rd Thursday at
6:00pm.

St. Luke’s Chapters
Tues. 7:00pm.

———————————————————
Choir Practice: 7:00 Wednesdays
Sunday School 10:00 Sundays—
+Adults—Parish House
+Children & Youth—
assigned classrooms

School Board Meeting: 1st
Tuesday after the 10th of the
month—6:00pm.
The above meetings are held
in the Parish Library.

2nd

Men’s Club— 2nd Sunday—9:00am breakfast.
Prayer Shawl Ministry—
”Knit Wits” - Tuesdays at
1:30 pm and the 2nd Saturday of the month at 9:30
am—in the Parish Library.
Youth—Upper Room—
Sundays at 5:00 pm—
Rectory

St. David's Episcopal
Church

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID

Corner of Market and Huger
Streets
P.O. Box 926
Cheraw, S.C. 29520

Cheraw, S.C.
Permit No. 49

Return Service Requested

Phone: 843-537-3832
Fax: 843-537-4848
E-mail:
stdavidscherawsc@aol.com
davis4516@bellsouth.net
Gayle Davis
Editor

Spreading the Good
News Since 1768
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